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CERTIFICAT 


"f, Carl R, Blumenstein, lət ad, AC, caper, Pisld Branch, 
Documentation Division, do héBeby certify WO qu RR 7 as; 
US A Exhibits :.59, 65, 70, 78, 265, 294, and™44~( also by the OCC 
designations as: L- 273, 150, 153, 232; PS="2709 ; L- 22, 104 resp.) 

U.S. D 5 Disp ; 
are photostatio copies of U.S epartment of State 'ispatehes, whieh were 


received by this office through normal documentary channels ( as stated 
in the Coogan Affidavit à US A Schibit Me. 1 ) from the United Nations 
War Crimes Commission, London, in the Fall of 1945. To the best of my 
knowledge the originals of these documents are held in the.archives. of the 
U.S. Department of State, Washington, D.C. 

T he above mentioned cocum dame, as such, therefore fall into the 
cate, sory of documentary idas n set forth in Article 21, of The Charter 
| of the International Military -ribaue] which states LL shall also take 
judicial notice of official Ouf ( governmental) and reports of the 


United Nations .. " E 


N urnberg, 8 May 1944 


CARL BLUR ENSTZIN, 
lst ^. AC, 

Chief, Field Branch 
Doeunentation Division 
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Memorandum of Conversation between William C. Bullitt, 
American Ambassador to France, and the German Minister 
ne uu mih Von Neurath, in B p, on May 18, 


bangat as Aa e 


I called on Von We Minister for Foreign nad) nT 


: 


on May 18th and had a long talk on the sendal Éuropean 
“situétion, ~ | « si | | 


Mon Neurath said that it was the policy of the German: — 


Government to do nothfhng active in foreign affairs until 
"the Rhfhelind had been digested"; He SAPI SANA that he meant 
ghat until ths Germah fortifications a constructed on 
the French and Belgian frontiers, the German Government 
would do everything possible to prevent Mather than encourage 
“an suria the Nazis in Austria and would pursue .a quiet. 
line with regard. to Czechoslovakia, "As soon as our fortifi- 
cations are constructed and the countries of Central buropeu,. 
realize that France can not enter German territory et will, 
all those countries will begin to feel very differently about 
their foreign policies end a new constellation will develop," 
he said, : 

We then discussed the position of the Little Entente, 
anc Von Neurath said that he couli assure me wTth absolute . 
certainty that Yugoslavie positively would not recognize the 
Soviet Government, BE definitely had refus ed to join 
Rum nia and C ;2chos slovakia in forming a bloc under Russian 
hegemony. He saii, that Germany's relations with Yuzoslavia 


hac-improved greatly, Hə accompanied the latter statement with 
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- like a wink, which I took to mean that some sort of definite 
understanding had been reached between Germany and Yugoslavia. 
- oa pn "- . | 
In discussing France, he said that he could swear to me 
3 | E = ~ 
that the deepest desire of Hitler was to come to a real under] 
standing with Frdnce.\ He added that I knew from the many 
conversations we had had on this subject over a long period 
Of years that to establish a Franco-German understanding had 
always been pave core br his personal foreign policy. He then 
E Em. 
said he regretted that there“seemed to him today not the 
“slightest chamee of bringing about sa reconciliation between 
" 
Francs and Germany, He asserted that every attempt he or 
j 
Hitler had made to draw closer to the French had resulted in 


either no reply from France or a rebuff. — 


. ` Von Neurath then stated that no understanding had been 


? p 


reached between Germany and Italy and admitted that the 
demonstrations of friendship pétween Germany and Italy were 
mere demonstrations without basis in reality, He went on to 
say that at the present time he coula see no way to reconcile 
the conflicting int^résts of Germany and Italy in Austria, 

He said that there were three chief reasons why the German 
Government was ürging the Austrian Nazis..to remain quiet at 


the present time, The first was that Mussolini had today > 


the greater part of his army mobilized on the Austrian border 


* reedy toestrike and that he would certainly strike if he 
should 


^ 
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c V EN 2 amas for urging Austrian 


- B 


Nul ta pemain iat, for Ne present was that the Nazi 
Movement was growing stenger Gatly in Austria. The youth 
of Austris was turning more and mor- toward the Nazis and 
- 
corinancs óf-the Naz arty in Austria was inevitable 


4 
nix a gusstlon of time, The third reason was that until 

fortifications had been constructed on the French 
involvoamert of Gerrany in war witt ItHy might lead 


"E * ^ r 2 
CAC on, Germany. 


4 
egard to England, hə sald that he regretted greatly 
really friendly contact had been established between 
and British Governments. I asked him if he meant 


not talk with Eden or the 


absolutely could not 
“ac ly impossible, I asked him what he 
Britts} policy with regard to Germany, He 
hid said to Hitler in the course of the 
expecting a British gesture of 
friendship toward Germany which would possibly take the form 


* 


a statement made privately: that England could see no moral 
Objection to th. joining of Austrian Germans to thalbernan 
Republic, Hə went orrto.say tna. ne and Hither were TulAy 
prepared Tor this maneuver; that the real desire of Britain 


was to embroil, Germany with Italy ty producing a Nazi 


coup d'etat 





d a - 1 
coup c'etat in Austria,” "Ve have no intention, however", 


he saic, “of being theseat's paw. fog British policy in 
^ 
Zurope, Our policy willbe a German policy snc nothing else, 
We discussed relations between Germany and the Soviet 


Governrent, Von Neurath said that he considered the hostility™ 


between Germany and the Soviet Union absolutely irremoveable, 
i 


He "asserted that. the Soviet Union believed that Nazi Germany 
was tho one Obstacle to the conquest of Europe by Communism, 
Thera eoni be no end, therefore, to the hostility between 
the two States, “He asserted that recently the German secret 
police had found that the Soviet Governrent, through the 
Comintern, was pushing the Communist movement in Germany 
with greater intensity than ever begins. 

With regard to internal affairs and particularly the 
appointment of Goering as Schacht's superior, Neurath made 
the following assertions: 

(1) He said that about two months ago Hitfér had said 
to him that it was absolutely necessary to do something to 
protect Schacht from the attacks of certain Nazi Party insti- 
tutions eno individuel: who were in the habit of using 
foreign exchange in large quantities without Sehacht's parE 
mission or control, I asked him what institutions he Sana 
and he said tha’ the worst was the Ministry of Propaganda 
under Goebbels which had been spending millions on foreign. 

ropagenda utterly without result, He asserted that Hitler 


hed said to him he felt it would be desirable to shelter 


A dus Schacht. 
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Schechtt behind the broad figure of Goering, whp had great 
a si | f 
prestig= and power in the country and theSMazi Party. He 


- 


\ - 
asserted t the &rrangerent hec ban made with the full 


consent andbaprroval of Toetor Echackt and that it was work- 
je E! i e 

3 

ing very well. 


He assert 76 at major conferences to corsider 
economic affairs Schacht and Goering both presided and that 
Goering interfered oniy if ge wn party chiefs refused to 
accept Schacht"s authority. TAROT, that he expected 

the present arrangement to givs satisfactory results and to 
last for a faratis period. 

P suggested to Von Noumgth. that 4£, as he had pointed 
dut to me in a previous conversation, those colonies which 
Germany could hope to reacquire could not provice sufficient 

TE: materfals to produc#rany amelioration in the German 

economic situation, it seemed most unwise, at.a time when . 
it wes Gesirabl- to have as.puch British support as possible, 
to reise the question of colonies needlessly. He replied 


that he had somewhat revised hês views since he had talked 


to me on this subject and said that there were cert@im colonies n 


which might be most useful, notably the Cameroons. He seemed | 
to indicate , by further remarks on this subject, that 
Germany would attempt to obtain the, Cameroons but would not 
push seriously other e61cnial clairs for the present, 

I asked Von Neurath when he would reply to the British 


note 





note of inquiry ab to the meaning of Hitler's peace pro- 


posals. ^ He answered that the Germar Government would 


ad take its own time D replying, that the reply would 


Pa Tiy not be made in the near future, 


He went on to say that the entire matter of the British 


note of inquiry had be&r-aishandled @rossly by the British 


Foreign Office. ^ He said that Sir Eric Phipps had brought 
him the note with the request to keep its contents absol- 
utely secret anc that he*haed agreed to absolute secrecy es 
it was impossitle to reach any international agreements by 
debates in the publimpress. He said that, to his utter 
astonishment, Sir Er'c Phipps. had then telep'oned to him 
enc said that he regretted greatly to inform hir that there 
had been a leak as to the contents of the note and that it 
‘ould be essential for the British Goyernmert to publish 
tt the foàloving morning. Von Neurath asserted that he 
hed asked Phipps if the leak had been in the French Foreign 
Office and thet Sir Eric had replied thst-he was extremely 
eres to say that the leek hed been in Loncon, 4 
Von Neurath ther went on tc say that in vie of tre 
fact that it wes now proposed tc reforr the Laggue of 
Nations entirely. and that as one of the propossls-of the 
vernmert had been that Germany should enter the 
wag trpossitle to make a decision or binding 
s with regard to foreign cut until 1t was known 
naturs of the new League would tes He-discuss^d this 


matter 





* matter at some length and seemed to indicate that the German 


reply to the British note would be long delayed and would 
not be specific and would explain the lack of definiteness 
by the excuse that until the new constitution of the League 
had been established, it would be impossible to make promises 
with respect to foreign policy. 

The entire impression I gathered from Von Neurath was 
thet Germany will attempt to behave in a quiet and inoffensive 
manner until her fortifications on the French and Belgian. 
frontiers are completed and during that period will attempt 
to avoid any commitments which might restrict her future 
activities, 

With regard to Czechoslovakia, Von Neurath said that 
although the Czechs were violently anti-German at the present 
time, he would not be surprised to see an improvement in 
relations between Germany and Czechoslovakia brought about 
by th» construction of German fortifications on thé French 
frontier, He said that the German Government knew just as 
well as the Russian that all talk of Russian military assis- 
tance to Czechoslovakia at the present moment was nonsense, 

He séic thet the Russian troops could not reach Czechoslovakia 
enc that Russian airplanes could not easily fly to Czechoslovakia 
end that Russian airplanes could not easily fly to Czechoslovakia 
owing to the inability of the Russians to conduct long flights 
over such difficult regions as those which lie between Kiev 


anc Prague, 
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